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Both of these works are the ablest expositions of the Thomistic 
doctrine of creation with which we are acquainted. 

We are almost surprised to notice that a volume which probably 
represents the work of the great neo-scholastic center during the past 
year does not study any scholastic philosopher except St. Thomas 
Aquinas. In point of fact, were it not that the medieval philoso- 
phers are incidentally mentioned in the article of J. Maritain on the 
Thomistic revival, we might suppose that St. Thomas was the only 
philosopher of the Middle Ages. 

He is the greatest and the one whose influence has been most last- 
ing but a serious study of the Middle Ages ought to embrace the 
different writers of that time in their historical setting. It ought 
to take into account the different elements which have influenced 
them, and to show how their philosophical principles have made out 
modern philosophy, and have built our own views of the world. It is 
in this fruitful and only scientific spirit that medieval philosophy 
is studied at the Sorbonne, under the able direction of M. Francois 
Picavet. In American universities, if scholastic philosophy is studied 
at all, it is as a mummified system of thought, dead for a long time, 
unconnected with the philosophy of our day. And thus Descartes 
appears to us as a creator, who built a system out of nothing, as the 
true father of modern thought, whereas Descartes is as decidedly 
a scholastic as St. Thomas Aquinas. 

I do not mean that scholastic philosophy is studied at Louvain in 
such an unscientific spirit. The numerous volumes on medieval writers 
published by the Institut superieur de Philosophic, and the able 
essays on Ockam which have just appeared in the Revue Neo- 
scolastique prove that such is not the case. We simply suggest that 
in a volume which seems to be representative of the work of the great 
neo-scholastic center, some study of that kind ought to have appeared. 

J. L. Peerieb. 

New York. 

JOURNALS AND NEW BOOKS 

SCIENTIA. May, 1921. The ProUem of the Variable Stars 
in its Present State (pp. 341-344) : J. G-. Hagen (Rome). -Most, 
and perhaps all, periodic variability in the light of stars is due to 
eclipse by dark companions. But variables of more than four 
months' period are so different in many respects from short period 
variables that this explanation is still doubtful in their case. La 
contribution que les divers pays ont donnee aux progres de la 
physique. 1. Physique Newtonienne et Physique de Fresnel-Max- 
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wdl-Clausius (pp. 345-360): Abel Key (Paris) .- Until well into 
the nineteenth century physics was dominated by the analogy of 
Newtonian gravitation, centers of force and law of inverse squares. 
France developed what England originated. Then, in the later 
nineteenth century came the period of ether media and electro-mag- 
netic forces. England and Germany developed what France origi- 
nated. Come la paleontologia rwela I'origine e Vevoluzione cmmale 
e vegetale (pp. 361-370): Guiseppe Sebqi (Eome).-A strikingly 
interesting paper, maintaining that all the evidence of paleontology, 
like that of Mendelism, favors a separate origin for distinct species, 
and tells against transformism. La Cour permamente de justice 
international^ (pp. 371-380): Guilio Diena (Turin). -Brief state- 
ment of what has been accomplished towards establishing perma- 
nent international courts. Reviews of Scientific Books and Periodi- 
cals. 

Guastella, Cosmo. Le Bagioni del Fenomenismo. Volume I. Pa- 
lermo: Emanuele Priulla Editore. 1921. Pp. 869. Lire 30. 

Sorley, W. E. Moral Values and the Idea of God. Second edition. 
Cambridge University Press. Pp. xix + 527. 

Science of Legal Method. Select Essays by Various Authors. Trans- 
lations by Ernest Bruncken and Layton B. Register. New York : 
The Macmillan Co. 1921. Pp. lxvii + 593. 



NOTES AND NEWS 



The fifteenth annual meeting of the American Association for 
Labor Legislation will be held at the William Penn Hotel, Pitts- 
burgh, on Wednesday and Thursday, December 28-29. The general 
subject for consideration is "Unemployment, and What Should 
Be Done about It." The speakers will be announced later. In 
addition to the main topic, authorities on workmen's compensation 
will discuss recent important developments in that field. All ses- 
sions are open to the public. 

M. fimile Boutroux, professor of philosophy at the Sorbonne 
since 1885, died in Paris on November 22 at the age of seventy-six. 

The Revue de Metaphysique et de Morale for 1922 may be ob- 
tained for $1.20. Subscriptions may be sent to Professor James H. 
Woods, 16 Prescott Hall, Cambridge, Massachusetts, who will be 
glad to collect them and send them to Paris. 



